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Hary Je« St,oektang
Field Worker,

FaQ=d? 4

Interview with

¥es., Tom Rattling Gourd,
Claremore, Oklazhoma,

¥rs. Rattling Gourd answered the questions asked

and volunteered the following information.

I am seventy-nine years old and was bora in

Claremore, Indian Territory, in 1859, I was born two
years before the Civil War and was reared about five

miles northeast of Claremore, where Claremore Lake now

stands.

Mother~<~-- My mother's name before she married was

Elmari Gardenhire. She was = white woman., She was born

in thefoldb Cherokee E&iion in east Tennessee,

Father——-a Hy father's name was Ggergeiﬂerhersen. He was also
born in the old éhsrckee Nation in easf Tennessee. He was
three-fourths Cherokee and ,anémxe%nwhite bloods
Grandparents=----iy grandparents‘en my mother's side'were
Gérdenhireg. They‘were also reared in the old Indian
Terfitp;y. My mother told me that they were very fieh.

My g?andfather was the ?reasurer‘of the Capitol. Ie was

& poor man when he married my grandmother, He had a few

hogs, a team of horses and a cow to start with. They élegred

some farm land and built a log houses They raised their
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erops and eaéh year things beeame a ;ittie better, until
they were in possession of one of the richest farms in
the country. He had always worked hard and even when
he became treasurer he made his boys aﬁd girls work
hard for their living. My grandfather had a big chest
full of gold and silver which he kept in a room that
was -always locked:, He would never let anyone come into
the room except his wife, There is a story about their
family affairs.

My grandfather and grandmother reared six children.,
All were fine children except one, who was the black sheep

of the family, He had always been lazy and grandfather

told him to leave if he would not work like the rest of

the boys., He left but would come back every time his

father was not at home: Mother would feel sorry for him

and feed him, Father told his wife that he thought his

son would never make goods One day the boy came home all

‘dirty.aud badly. in need of a shave, Hother felt so sorry

that she went into the room and filled the boy's big cawbdy

‘hat full of gold eand silver, The boy went to town and bought

new ¢lothes and got a shave, He went down the street swinging
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a canes His father met him and eongratulated him on his
change. He thought he had secured a good job., IHe went

home and told his wife that his boy had finally "come
out of it."

My father and mother were both‘born and reared in
the old Cherokee Hatiqn in east Tennessee.
My mother was a white woman and father waSAan'Indién;
They married in Tennessee; They came to the Indien
Territory when the Cherokees were driven out of east
Tennessees ' They settled about five miles northeast of
Claremore, ﬁhere Lake Claremore now iss They had a small
farm and there they reared their feamily. I was born thére;

I can remember well the very spot where we lived. I can

remember seeing my mother spin and weave; Father made her

& loom and spinning wheel and she made the most beautiful

things a person ever saw: She made ruge, sheets, blankets,
elothes; stoekings and almost everything we needed.
Father took the boys and farmed: We raised eorn, oatls,

wheat, and garden vegetables. He had cows, horses, chickens.

and a few sheep. My father was a good hunter and fisherman,

He and ﬁhévbeys would go to the Verdigris River and stey a
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a week at a time and bring back many large fish which
they caught on trout lines. When my father died my

brother, Jack MeFherson, became one of the best hunt-

erd and trappers in the country around. Everyone knew

him for his skill. ;

“%‘f,‘_':t-aaiﬁ,?l“t’.‘.?.-ZF.%?!.'v‘:»-:} YT Jack
would take his skins to Coffeyvilleand trade them for
food that we needed.

My father was killed in the Civil War and was
never buried. Hother loeked for his bones for a -

long time after the war but never ecould find them.

From then on everything was carried on by my brothers,
When I was twenty I met Tom Rattling Gourd who

came to my house every Sunday to see my brother; He

re&lly came to see me, We were married in 1879 at

Coker Hollow and Springs, in a little leg cabin by a
éandle light: I can remember how pretty the little
cabin was, ‘It had a pretty walnut’floor, whiech I&Ia%er
bought and put into our own cabin. ¥We were married by
Dense Coker, nephew to Judge Schrimsher; who was Judge
here then.

We used to attend large Indien éamp meétings,

where my mother sang in Cherokee with the Indians.
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My busband and I settled northeast of Claremore,
close to my mother's place. - e used to go to the square
danees and eandy pulls. _Peeple‘geulé ecome from miles.

around to a dance; It weﬁld last all night sometimes.

They would make sorghum taffy and have taffy pulls.
People then eould come from & long ways because there
was no stealing going on.: Homesty was at its best then. fé
1f someone lost semsthiﬁg the finder would tﬂavel.for |
miles $ill he féund the persen that lost it.

Husband----My husband, Tom Rattling Gourd, was a Cherokee

Indian, He was born at Tahlequah, in 1855: His grand-

parents and father and mother came from the old Indian

Territory in Tenunessee.

FIRST STORES.

The first store: which I can remember was. the

Cobbs store, logated in the Sweetwater Hills on Watt

Starr's place: It was a trading pest. The Joe and Teese

€hambers store; located east of Verdigris, was glse a tr&d-

ing post. The Chambers store later moved to Claremore and

was one of the first stores here. Jack HcPherson was eity

marshal then.

FORDS AND FERRIES.

The only ford and ferry which I can remember was the
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Ed Sanéerg‘fcrd and ferry, located seven miles northwest of

¢laremore, Later there was a ﬁriage put in th@réc There
was another ford located about fifteen miles down the
river but I can not remember the name,

FIRST TRAIN.

I remember when 1 saw the first train come to Clare-
more; Indian Territorye It was in 1878, I uaé fifteen
years eld and I ran two miles to see the big train come in,
I éas really exeited and everyone was shoubing. Later the
Frisco Railroad eame through: The other railroad was the
Missouri Pacifie, then éalled the Iron ﬁ@untaiﬁ.

| EARLY DOCTORS, ~

The ‘earliest doetors whieh I cam remember were
Doetor Norton and Doctor Lane; Doctor Lane lived with
Major Lipe, who was the first County Clerk of»Rpg@rs
County. 'Dectar,Lgneuran;aﬁay from his wife and came to
Ingign Territory and she fpllowed him heres; He then left
Indian Territory and went to Texas, She followed him to
Texas. | |

IMMIGRANT CARDS.

. I and my son, Daniel Rattling Gourd, still have
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gome of the Immigrant Cards which wefe issued for money
by the Department of Interior or Office of Indian Affgirs.
We also received land from the Government., Ky husband's
allotment is seven miles southeast of Claremore. The

0ld Rattling Gourd house is still standing: We lived
there for years., All ou; children were born and reared

there,
MISBELLANEOUS

The Eecléﬁm‘@emetery, located five miles north- -
east of Claremore, is near where we lived vand'our folks
were the first ones to be Buried there: After we moved
away MeClaim claimed the cemetery. We have about thinty-
five relatives buried there., I want to be buried there

when I die,

My husband was buried in the Woodlawn Cemetery, not
long ago, in Claremore with his father and brothers. My
mother was buried in the McClaim Cemetery and I still have

~

a lock of her hair, She died with tuberculosis.,

There were eight children born in our family,

four of whom are living. The other four are buried in

32
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the McClaim and Woodlawn Cemeteries. The other children
live in and around Claremore now, We had only one
daughter.
KINFOLKS AND OLD TIMERS.
0ld timers here when wé came were Ed Sunday, Ed
Sanders, Watt Crittenden, Watt Starr, Joe Miller, Judge
Schrimsher, lMajor Lipe, Joe and Teese Chambers, Dense
Coker, McClaims, Charlie Rogers, Cobbs, Bushyheads, Dr.
- Norton, Dr, Lane, and others, Henry Starr, the ouglaw,
.. was my second cousin, ﬁcClaims;’were my husband's kin-
vrclks. Breedens, Johnsons, Starrs, Chambers, were all
kin,
COMMENTS »
ﬁy full name before I was married was Paralee

McPherson, I married Tom Rattling Gourd end lived in

and aroﬁnd €laremore &8ll my life, I am in good héalth
now except I cannot hear any too well., I sm near eighty
years old and was here before Claremore was a town or
bbefore’there were any railroads. It was just a big eattle
range full of prairie chickens. I was very glad to give
this information to the writer, and ﬁope'ié will be
sufficient to make a good story of the early pioneer

history of the Indian Territory.




