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Journalist, Hazel B. Greene
Februasry 25, 1938,
»
< . Interview ¥ith Dave F. Holt
Hugo,,Oklahomé.

n

1 was born December 23 1865, in Tennessee and nw
wife, Fannie ¥ilson Holt; wag born 1n 1870, iq/érkqn;aa,
My wife's ﬁaregéé, B, D. #ilson and Angelinéﬁéeal-
Wilson, were both born in Tennesmee, and bothfare buried
a% Sulphur.
My wife's parents came to the Indian Territory a
couple of years or~more before we'did and settled on Joenﬂ
‘Springs’ place on Horse Preirie, about five southeast of

Grand. Mro>Wilson was working a hundféd acres of land for

423
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' o Spriné. Ke made a trip to visit them befors we decidell -

to move here, Then kr. ¥ilson said he had plenty of land

for us both and thet he would help us to mave here, so he

went to Prescott, arkansaﬁ, after us,

fie were young and were thri_led at the idea of moving
to & new country that 1$oknd 8s good as this Indian Terri-
tory d4d. That was in Jenuexry, 1896, an d even though it

. was winter we thought the country beautiful., e entered
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. the Indian Nation at Ulti:athule, Arksnsas, which was
right §n the line and we cam.ed there that night. That
trip was a perfect picnic for us, we enjoyed stoPp}ng
along the creeks snd rivers and cooking on & camp firc‘
and camping nights. The 3eoond night e camped at '
Lukfata, at an old Choctaw Church. e had to ru. wild |
raiorback hogs out of one of the camp cavlins to get it
to cock in, on the fireplace. They bristled up and ,‘
wented to fight us but we won and got the cab#n. e
cooked supper end breskfast on the fireplace, but did
notbaleep in the cabin; we knew that ihe fleas would
eat us up ac we slept in the wagons. Ve left the cabin
to the hogs next morning and weunt biithely on our way. .

The next nighit we camped on & creek near Doaks-
ville,went ;n across Kiamichi R[iver &t Rock Chimmey
crossing and on'to Horse Prairie next night by driving
lute, Now that was a happy femily reunion. My'wife
had not seen her mother and father aﬁd her siayera. T
and brothers had not ssen sach other for & year or
more, and that is an gwtully long time fo young people.

.
{

.A.kh@ﬁared or more miles was too far to go visiting often
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in £hosé days with poor roads and no wey io'go exgept iQ
wagons or horseback. ‘

‘Mr. Hilson made crops in aum@ar.and "logred" in winter.
He h;d'good mule teams and I had one, 5o we each used four
males to haul logs to Arthur City, where there was a sewmill,
%e would ferry the river, and then were "snatched” up the -
river bank on the other side wity an;extra team of mules
which were kept there for that ﬁurpose |

e logged all winter ané'after each load of logs I would
haul home something to make our’house of, and soon put up a’
little twoeroom cottonwood plank Aouse with a shed out in *
front to/aervo as a por¢h., It Mes & new home and we were
very happy there, A baby girl was born to us there, Nra.
Wilson acting as midwife. There were doctérs at Grant and
Goodland Snt we didn't bother about one for ¥rs, Wilson
delivered ror'all the'women on that farm.

I made a cotton crop that year. Our cotton market was
at Peris, Texss, wntil Al Nelson moved to Grant ard put up
a gin end a grist mill end store; then he tought cotton end
paid cash for the cotton, too. I heve known him to have

$40,000 at once sticking sround in different places in his:
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store and home. He would not keep'it all in one place for-
feayr of robbers. lie bought lots of cotton and handled lots
of money. ‘ 1 | |

One fall he paid Hr. Wilson and me a_doller & bale to
haul cotton to Puris, Texms, Wwe could haul fifteen bales at
once. 1% QOuld taﬁe us all déy long t? go over thers and
another to return, but he gave us tge*work rather then use
the railroad. Ye hed to ferry the river, too. On one trip
a negro-caxa walking slong and wented to ride with us. There
were so few peopi% here then, ws were glad to pick him up
just for hia company. ‘e paused &t a little creek to make
soma c;rtee and eat dinner, Wg fried some bacon and ﬁad
some clear grease left in the frying pan, Lr. Wilson hated
to throw 1t out and he made that negro drink it. He didn't
want it bnt.was afraid to refuse to do anythigg e white man
told him to do. Mr. Wilson told him it would stor; up
energy for him. The Winchoeter was "the law” in this coun-
try then.

Another thing, here in the Indian Territory, it was
cu?gomary to stop at any neighbor's house; and "neighbors”

meant anybody who was reapesctable. If the people were not at
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home the doors wers never locked and ons would simply go 1n;
cook and eat all they vicnted and feed their horses and leave
everything in order; but on; mnst.not cerry anything away'
lith.yim.w that wou;d be stealing. Heighbors were far apert,
but they "nefghbored" and looked after each other in sick-

; ness and deeth., If one didn't‘hear or sse anything of a
neightbor for a ;Qw days they went to ses ahoué him t¢ ses if
he wag sick or needed anything.

That was the way‘thoy'round out that Xorris Fisher and
his wife, full blocd Ch;étaw Indians, were murdered. Nobody
saw. them for a day cr twe, so they b§gan to inveati; zte.

They hn? some viclous d;gp that would not lei anybedy ia
but homefélku and tﬁat was vwhy people first suspected the
son, Willie, who had, indeed, killed them.

We lived five miles from Srant; that .as our ,ost office
and where we had to go to mill. Ihe néarest church for white
people was also at Grant. Thers was a Cho?taw Chureh ¢lose %o
us ;nd sometimes we would go there amd try to understand what
they said. Ve enjoyed the singing, even if we could not under-
stand Lt; it was & slow draggy chant-like Biﬁging that they

aiad. T'hey usually had big dinners, too, but we never stayed:

-mog. 3
&~y

.
§
¥
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" for those, bec?use we nover took snything. %e nearly
always just rode the mules over to church apd left the
children with the é;randparents, 80 we returned home s
800u &3 Bervices were over. We had one mule that didn't
object to a side‘—saddle on him.

o 4id a-lot of ouwr tralinz st Gcodland with Joel
Spring just because w& were on his place but 1t was so far
to g0, avout firteen miles, that as soon as we ot off of
his place we changed our tr.ding place to Al ‘elson at
Grant while we were ‘nesr enough. o

1-think 1t was the full of 1896 tﬁat 3 white n;an and
two negroes wore hanged’ in Paris, "exms. They had commit-
ted marders in the Indfen Territory end were under the
jurisdiction of the United States law, so were tried-end
hanged in Peris, Texss, ':hc; white man proteat}ed’ his
glnnoconee'to the last und went to his dempth wesk and pele. -
: kN was mrdergd and he was suspactéd and *w;: convicted
hem the ten-yeer-old son'of the mirdered nen plcked him

out of nineteen msn as the rian who killed 'his daddy in a

quarrel over a caslf, - )
| ’ —
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The negroes had killed two white men and & Loy who
lived in a shanty bort on Red R{%ér end fished and gembled.
It was sefd that the negroes confessed that they kille&
them for money. T thought. I wanted to see that henging
and did,.but I nev:r want to see oncther. Thé negroes went
on the sgafrold sinsing hymns., A drunk‘ééar %e kept loudly
yelling thet he weq&gd ther tc hurry uz, that he wsnted to
see the hanging, but when he saw the first ors dfoP he
almost fs;ated and it sobered him. .

We all moved ewa§ up the river just atout three miles‘
south of the }ittle town of Jackson, whick coansisted of a
cotton gin, grist mill, tw§ stores and.a blacksmith shog,
and was loocated just abiut nine .iles scuth of the present
tcin of Bennington. Y¥r. ¥ilson and I would uake crops, but
we'd cut logs, too, in the-summer. Ve would get them acccu-
nnlata& on the river'bank, and make rqfts of forty or fifty,
by binding them togzether with long poles spiked to then,
and ugit‘for 8 rise of the river high enouglk te¢ float them
do¥n to Arthur City to the sammill, a distance of maybe
thirty-five miles as the river ran, %e'd take one raft at

the time downstresn.

429
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Once, 3r. /1lson was gon¢ when & tiy rise came, higha
e:j:_ough to float the rafts so I took three othsr fellows
and started ~w.'u;h it; John Tinsell, “am Jaly and a fellow
whose nemd I never ?knew,. but we cal]}“ed him "S}jir:." ve got '
about five miles down thé river and got "sanded" at the‘ e
mouth o: sandy Creek, we nad ou:r sxiff tied Lenind the
raft and in 1t were provisioss asd en axe. tell, there was
& little store up the Senk not fur from whsere we s tuck onm
fhe sand bar,_ across the river on the Texas aidg¢. They sold

: N

whiskey up there, so wille we were lying around oa the river
bank by a fire walting for a second rise to floa;,. our lojga,k
Sam and "Slim" went up to the store. I ecauticned Saw not
to get any ,lhiqmbr‘because we would need level hezds to pilot
those logs down that swollen streoam. Ihe:,; returred, apd . ®
when 1 asked "Slim"' if Sam got any whisky, he said he did . |
not, |

Lut as 500;1 es we got cut in the ‘strsa‘;n, going Gown
to untie the raft which was still on the bar. Jau p_\ij;;éd
out 8 quart of whiskey end btegan drinkinrg and saying that
he meant to run that reft against ev ry snsg he saw so it .

-

would be out of the way when he came down mgain. Then I
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knew he was getting drunk. Slim drank a little but Johm
’and I would not drink eny and kept begging Sem to quit.

He was in the front pf the boet, rowing. Slim saw two snaéa
"shead and called out %o Sem to loék out and go to one side
of them. He gave ah/lunga to one side and broke an osr and

turned the bost to one side and’ threw us all out into the

water, John and I climbed onto the two snage. “lim greb-
bed hold of Sam and they both went down and when they cams
'”*up., I could see that Sam was “sobered.‘ He got- loose from
Slim and swam to that bost and got in it and it half
' of water, One of the paddles was in it and he goy/that.
. Slim went straight down, yelling "Sam, 8ve " but Sem was

for saving Rimself, He could swim but S1ix could not, With

"w

that one car left in the boet, Sem pegdied to shore but he
was. awvay do;rn the river, clear ouy of our sight. I never
thought to see him again. | - .

We olung to those grigs four hours, it seemed to me

} .
like & week, shouting for help and kicking drifts off of the
ansgs to keep them fiom throwing us| in the waeter, The people
up at tho ators heard us hellering but thought we were hunt-

ors, 80 péid no attention tc our yelling., Ve pulled off our

&
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0ld buckled brogan ;Soc- apd fastened the:. togethmr end

hung them on the snag. ; bageged John to swim out but he
wouldn'$; he laiﬁ he was going to wait for help. Then‘I
gavn.ﬁim three silver dollars that I had in my pocket end
t0ld him that if-he got out and I didn't for him to give
them to my wife, 1 was going to swim for it, .I thought

of ny wife and thres little childzen up the river in a
1ittle pole cabin with a dirt floor, expscting me to rsturn
and.koop providing for them, and I just cénidn't fail them.
I pulled off my clothes and meant to throw them in the river,
thet was the roison 1 gave John my money but he begzed me

to hang thom‘;n the snag.

About the time I g0t my clothes off end ready to jump
in, 1 saw men on the rivey bank end ‘1 saw Sem. We could not
heay l_iord they seid, the water made s0 much noise but 1
saw they were making & fire and 1 wondered why . It was
Karech and very cold, but I was not cold, I guess the excite-
mnntkknpt me. warm, but just as soon &8s we got on the bank
I began to sbake. Well it was ﬁark by the ¢ime we got-our—
clothes dried, then we started to walk the five-miles home

up through the derk river bottam, It was after midnight

L)
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. when we got there end when my wife saw just tWo men with
& e and 1 told her tpat "§3,1m" was at the bvottom of Red River,
éhe ad & nervous chill,’
The men there iuntod” for "Slim's" body while we were
arying out and the next day we thrbe’ went and hunted all day !
for him, then Sem said that thoaé logs ghould be fléatod on'
down while we bad the water and I\agreed with him. So,
wearing Slini' ; haf, which had flaate:&{hin his reach as
his own floated away, Sam and John untied the re?rt and float-~
od it on dplrn, to Arthur City. They got their pay for their
work apd I never saw or heard of them again but they told
the saw miil owner that the logs belonged to Nyr. Wilson and
m and we got credit for them, |
#ith others, 1 kept looking for the body of "Slim," w
and finally, on the ninth day ‘it floated up neer the benk
‘and & negro who was watching with as for 1t, sew it and
helped us to get him out. We built a box, buried him high,

up on the bank of the river and marked his grave. We tried

ﬁto find out who he was and to find his folks, but never did;
i t

we had never heard his name. He was so swollen and 'ag‘fk that

he was unrecogniszable, but we dmew it was hes That wal in

B,
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Yarch of 1898. I never "rafted” any more. I wanted no

more truck with a river, only to cross 1%

,my%

I lived on Red River the balance of thef year, then
I hed enocugh ofait. Once water got up -1l around our cabin -
ad I had to ‘"cooﬁ 1t" on a log across a part of the stream
to go \ont gnd get 8 boet to take my family out. Once a big
0old timber wolf cams up in the yard and whipped all:the
dogs and was earr;ing off a pig before I shot 1}. 1 skin-
ned it and used the hide to make a back seat for & rocking
cheir. Wild cats were so bold that they would hide in
"the cotton and slip out and cateh our chickens. I was sick
and tired of it all, 3%y cabin was oné I had put up of cedar
poles and was not much, so, Jjust as soon az 1 gethered my
crop I got out,
| ‘ }/tmvod to Clayton in the mountains, a much better place

t0 1ive and we ran a hotel there for years. Then, too, we

could send our-children to school.



